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October 2016 Newsletter 
 

Banneker Elementary 
35231 Snake Hill Rd., Middleburg, VA 20117 

Office: 540-751-2480 www.lcps.org/banneker   

 

Message from the Principal: 
Dear Banneker Families, 

Happy October, I would like to personally thank each 

family for making this year the best year ever! Thanks to 

all of the families who came out to Open House, Back to 

School Night, and thanks to those who are planning to 

attend teacher sponsored BINGO night this Friday, 

September 30th. I can't wait to bring my family to this 

wonderful event, make sure to say "HI" when you see us.  

Tune in each month for the monthly newsletter as each 

month promises to bring lots of school information to get 

excited about.  

 

PBIS Updates 

PBIS stands for Positive Behavior Interventions and 

Supports. Banneker is a PBIS school. This year, students 

are continuing to earn BRONCOS for their classroom 

incentive for upholding the community constitution. Our 

Community Constitution says "I will always do my best to 

respect self, others, and property." Ask your child about 

our PBIS assembly. Did your teacher's earn an OSCAR for 

their excellent acting? Ask them about the 60 second 

dance party that we had on September 16th.  

 

SEAC 

Banneker is looking for a Special Education Advisory 

Committee (SEAC) member. The parent representative 

would attend meetings at the Administrative building to 

give Banneker a voice and to provide valuable 

 

Upcoming Events 

September 30 

Family Hike 5:30pm 

Bingo Night dinner @6pm 

Bingo Night games @6:30 

September  

Gifted Information Sessions 

throughout county 

September  

(AART) All Ages Read Together 

for children 4 or 5 years old and 

not in preschool. 

October 20 

Family Science Night @ 

Middleburg Charter School 

STUDENT COUNCIL:  

October 3 Student Council 

applications go home with 

4th/5th graders 

October 11 Completed & 

signed applications due 

back by 8:00am 

October 27 Student Council 

election 

 

 

Important 

Announcements 

One to the World (OTTW)  
http://www.lcps.org/Domain/17509 

Ask your child’s teacher how they 

are incorporating One to the World 

in their classrooms 

 

http://www.lcps.org/banneker
http://www.lcps.org/Domain/17509
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information about LCPS special education programs, 

services, and activities. Meetings are on the first 

Wednesday of each month. If you are interested, please 

contact the school office. 

 

Family Life Education 

The Family Life Education handbook is available on-line 

this year. Please see the link below to access this: 

http://www.lcps.org/page/374 

 

One to the World (OttW) 

http://www.lcps.org/Domain/17509 

Ask your child’s teacher how they are incorporating One 

to the World in their classrooms. 

 

Say “Thank You” to a Bus Driver! 

During the week of October 17th – 21st, LCPS will 

recognize National School Bus Safety Week, and we will 

be designating Wednesday, October 19th of that week as 

the day to sincerely thank all of our School Bus Drivers 

and Attendants for their continuous efforts in transporting 

our students to and from school safely. 

 

Make sure to stay in touch with us on your mobile phone 

by subscribing to the LCPS mobile app and by following 

us on twitter @Banneker_ES 

 

 

Sincerely,  

Mr. Robert L. Carter, Principal  

 
  

 

http://www.lcps.org/page/374
http://www.lcps.org/Domain/17509
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From the Office of: Tony R. Buffington, Blue Ridge District Supervisor 

Loudoun County Board of Supervisors 
Supervisor Buffington will be holding a community meet and greet for the residents of St. Louis and 

surrounding areas. He is interested in hearing about topics that are important to residents in our 

community. Please join us at Banneker Elementary School on October 6th at 7:00 pm to meet 

Supervisor Buffington and discuss current issues in our area. 

 

From the Health Clinic –Ms. Warner 
Please see important information about Mobile Hope at the end of this newsletter. 

Laverne.Warner@lcps.org  
  

In the Library –Ms. McGuinness  
Our year always begins with an introduction of the library resources available to 

our students—print and electronic. I teach the care of books/resources plus the 

importance of borrowing and timely returning of materials. We make 

connections to our PBIS motto, “Respect self, others, and property.”  First Graders 

have scheduled check out time on Mondays. All other grades have scheduled 

check out time on Tuesdays. However, students are welcome return books any day and, after 

getting permission from their classroom teacher, may check out books five days a week! This year I 

have the pleasure of working in the classrooms in a closer, collaborative manner with our Banneker 

teachers—I get to get out of the library more (Librarian on the GO!) And, hopefully get more 

resources into our students’ hands and minds. Lisa.McGuinness@lcps.org 

News from the LAB  
New this year: BANNKER MORNING NEWS SHOW! 5th grade, with Mr. 

Duggan, will compose a short 10-15 sec jingle. The jingle will be used as 

an intro video clip for our NEW Morning News show to start toward the 

end of the month. We also need a name and logo! Cast call for News 

crew to be posted the end of the first quarter. 

Digital Citizenship- how can we make the world a happier place?  

 Keep communication polite and constructive. The old saying, “If you don’t have anything 

nice to say, don’t say it at all” goes a long way in    this age of technology. Common Sense 

Media is used by LCPS to teach our students internet safety. We teach children respect by 

modeling respect. Social media can provide a wonderful platform to model respect to self, 

others and property. Consider the latest big news story and think about how an uplifting, 

positive social media reaction could impact people’s lives. There is always the negative 

alternative, but how does that impact our impressionable children and the world around 

them? Digital Citizenship lessons will begin in October. Look for more information coming. 

 

 

mailto:Laverne.Warner@lcps.org
mailto:Lisa.McGuinness@lcps.org
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More Important News   

Guidance –Mrs. Shanholtzer  

     Attendance is one of the keys to your student’s success in school.  Research shows that children 

with good school attendance are more successful in school and on standardized tests than 

students who are frequently tardy or absent.  Children who are tardy or absent from school on a 

regular basis also have greater difficulty in making social connections with their peers. 

     Children can make up tests and assignments that they miss, but they can never make up the 

missed discussions, questions, explanations and thinking that encompass so much of learning.  

     If a child walks into the classroom tardy (even if only 5 minutes late!), they have already missed 

important information to start the school day.  At Banneker, the morning announcements begin 

right after the bell rings at 7:50 and information for students is missed if a student is tardy. 

     As we begin the second month of the school year, take a look at your child’s attendance 

record and see if some simple changes in your daily routine could help to improve school success 

and social skills. 

WAYS TO ENCOURAGE EXCELLENT SCHOOL ATTENDANCE 

 Lay out clothes and pack backpacks the night before. 

 Start the day off with a morning routine that allows your student enough time to dress, eat, 

and prepare for a full day of school. 

 Banneker is open to students at 7:30 each morning & this allows children enough time to arrive 

& settle in for the day.  If you must drive your child to school, plan to drop them off in time to 

be ready for school when the bell rings. 

 Talk with your child about the importance of attending school and being on time 

 Avoid scheduling family trips or doctor appointments during school hours 

 Keep your child healthy by monitoring eating, sleeping, & exercise habits 

 Be a good role model!  Show your student how to be on time to scheduled appointments and 

maintain excellent work attendance. 

 Ask yourself the question… What am I teaching my children if I let them miss school frequently 

or allow them to be tardy on a regular basis?  

 Talk to your child’s teacher or Mrs. Shanholtzer if your child is feeling anxious about coming to 

school.  We can help!  

 Joyce.Shanholtzer@lcps.org 

 

 

mailto:Joyce.Shanholtzer@lcps.org
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More Important News   

Music –Mr. Duggan  

Music is starting the year strong with our composer of the month, Handel. Students in all grade levels 

will be experiencing his music through creative movement. 1st grade is working on matching pitch 

with their singing voices and keeping a steady beat - two fundamental skills to their music education. 

Other grade levels are brushing up on their instrument technique in different ways. 2nd grade is 

exploring different tempos while playing. 3rd grade is putting together short songs to be played on 

barred instruments and other unpitched percussion. 4th grade is using improvisation and creative 

interpretation on pitched instruments. Lastly, 5th grade is composing their own melody with 

accompaniment using full instrumentation. The Banneker Bards have officially started 

rehearsals and are excited to be hard at work for our winter concert on December 14th. 
Spencer.Duggan@lcps.org 

P.E. – Mr. Moss  
We are having a greats start to the year with some really great weather.   Our year started a little 

hot, but it certainly is nice now.  I am looking forward to bingo night and the hike, on September 

30th, which will take us near the butterfly garden and around the perimeter of the property of 

Banneker.  We can see all of the beautiful foliage and creatures that live and thrive right here on 

our great landscape.  We need to be sure to stay on the cut grass that will be marked, because of 

the poison ivy and woodsy things that may be living in the treed areas.   
Brad.Moss@lcps.org 

 

Art –Mrs. Beach  
In Art this year we will be working with Artsonia.  What is Artsonia?  Artsonia is the largest student art 

museum in the world! Yet it's so much more than that! It's a free, safe, educational program designed 

to connect parents and families with their child's creative activities at school.  You will receive an 

email with your parent code sometime after the beginning of the year.  

Here is the link: http://www.artsonia.com/ 
Marlena.Beach@lcps.org 

 

 

ELL –Ms. Walker  
Selected ELL students in Kindergarten through 1st grade are participating in the award-winning 

language and literacy software program called Imagine Learning.  This program features interactive 

activities, videos, and games.  It's research-based, instructionally differentiated, and very fun to use 

according to the students.  Students in this program that have access to the Internet at home with a 

PC (Windows 7 or later only), iPad iOS 7 or later (iPad mini 2, 3 or newer), Kindle (Fire only), Microsoft 

Tablet (Surface series or Lenovo tablet) with be able to continue their educational experience with 

Imagine Learning at home.  Headphones with a microphone are needed for home use.  Assessments 

are currently being done on each student with this program.  Information on using it at home will be 

sent home in Spanish as soon as these assessments are all completed and students are familiar with 

how to navigate the program.  Login cards for home use will be provided. Susan.Walker@lcps.org  

 

mailto:Spencer.Duggan@lcps.org
mailto:Brad.Moss@lcps.org
http://www.artsonia.com/
mailto:Marlena.Beach@lcps.org
mailto:Susan.Walker@lcps.org
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More Important News   

PTO President—Sue Foote  
Greetings Banneker Families! 

On behalf of the PTO I would like to say how excited we are about the up-coming school year, and 

we hope everyone is settling in well. We, at the PTO are diligently trying to continue the past programs 

that everyone has loved, and maybe even adding a few new ones.  This takes fund raising and 

volunteers, which the kids and staff appreciate so much. We have an awesome group of kids and an 

outstanding staff that we want to support as much as possible. Many hands make light work!  

We also want to give a HUGE shout out to the Nace family who has so generously offered to fund the 

school's IXL program.  Without this incredible contribution we may not have been able to continue this 

valuable program. Thank you, Nace family! We are so lucky to have you in our Banneker family.  

Some of the fund raising we will be doing this year will go toward funding IXL next year.  One new and 

very easy fund raiser we are doing this year is Amazon smile.  Just go to your Amazon account and 

choose Banneker as the charity you wish to support.  It is of no cost to you and Amazon will donate .5% 

of all you purchases to Banneker PTO. Friends and Family can also sign up:) 

Bake Sale: Calling all bakers! Look up those recipes for the Election Day bake sale because it'll be a 

busy day and folks will be hungry!  A sign up will be coming home closer to the event.       

Directory: it is coming but we need your info sheets! If we do not have your information, your (oldest) child will 

be bringing home the form this week. It is completely opt in, so please return it so you can receive a directory 

this year. 

 Odyssey of the Mind: Sign-ups are coming, please let us know if you are interested in coordinating or 

coaching!!   

      The next PTO meeting is October 3rd.  

BannekerPTO@yahool.com  

 

From LCPS: 

Asbestos Management Plan Notification  

Banneker E.S. is routinely inspected in accordance with the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) Asbestos 
Hazard Emergency Response Act (AHERA).  As required by the Commonwealth of Virginia and the EPA, this 
notification is to inform you that asbestos-containing material (ACM) is present in several locations in our 
school.  The ACM is inspected semi-annually by qualified LCPS personnel to insure that the material remains in 
good condition and is not creating an exposure hazard for building occupants. 
  
The Asbestos Management Plan indicates locations where asbestos-containing materials may be present.   The 
plan can be found in the administrative office at the school.  In addition, a copy of the Asbestos Management 
Plan is located in the Loudoun County Public Schools Facilities Services Division office at 1002C Sycolin Road, 
Leesburg, Virginia. 
  
Please feel free to request information about our Management Plan, the inspection findings and our plan of 
action.  The Plan will be available for your review and inspection during normal office hours. 

mailto:BannekerPTO@yahool.com


We’ve added one 
last thing to your 
school supplies.
(Don’t worry, it’s free.)

Download the official Loudoun County Public Schools app today for 
access to your school’s news, calendars, push notifications,

and much more!



Family Science Night
children’s science center

Bring the whole family for an evening of 
fun, discovery and science learning!

Try different hands-on activities related 
to science, technology, engineering,  
and mathematics!

About the Children’s Science Center: 
The Children’s Science Center’s mission is to instill a love of learning science, technology, engineering, 
and mathematics (STEM) in all children by providing unique opportunities to explore, create and be 
inspired.  The Children’s Science Center Lab is located at Fair Oaks Mall and is Northern Virginia’s first 
interactive museum where children, families and school groups can explore STEM concepts through fun, 
engaging hands-on exhibits, activities and programs. In addition to the Lab and community programs like 
Family Science Night, the Center is working to fulfill the vision of a full-scale, world-class children’s science 
museum to be located in Dulles, VA. The Children’s Science Center is a 501 (c)(3) non-profit organization. 
Learn more at www.childsci.org.

Brought to you by the Children’s Science Center

childsci.org



 

 

 

 

We follow LCPS’s inclement weather policy for all closings and delays. 

1st 

Wednesday  

Leesburg 
 1: Walmart  

 2: Safeway 

 

1st Thursday  
St. Louis 

1: Banneker  
 2: Windy Hill 

 

2nd 

Wednesday  

Purcellville 
1: Main Street 

Commons 

2: Maple Ave 

Apts 

 

2nd Thursday 

Ashburn 

Steuart Weller 
 

3rd Wednesday 
Dulles South 

1:  Abbey Apts 

 2: Aldie UMC 

 

3rd Thursday 
 Lovettsville 
1: Town Hall  

 
Lucketts 

2: Trailer Park by 
Lucketts ES 

 

 

 

4th 

Wednesday 
Sterling 

1: Sugarland ES 

2: Big Lots 

 

 4th Thursday  

Shopping Night 

4:00pm 

To  

6:45pm 

 

 

On behalf of 

Mobile Hopes’ 

staff, 

volunteers 

and Board of 

Directors, we 

look forward 

to serving 

you! 

each month Our Bus times are 5:00pm to 6:00pm (first stop) 

6:15pm to 7:00pm (second Stop).  

 

703-771-1400 

 

31 Sycolin Road, SE Leesburg, VA  

20176 



 

 

 

 

Nosostros seguimos las políticas de clima inclemente de LCPS’s para cerrar y 

atrasos. 

1er 

Miércoles  

Leesburg 
 1: Walmart  

 2: Safeway 

 

1er Jueves  
St. Louis 

1: Banneker  
 2: Windy Hill 

 

2do  Miércoles  

Purcellville 
1: Main Street 

Commons 

2: Maple Ave 

Apts 

 

2do Jueves 

Ashburn 

Steuart Weller 
 

3er Miércoles 
Dulles South 

1:  Abbey Apts 

 2: Aldie UMC 

 

3er Jueves 
 Lovettsville 
1: Town Hall  

 
Lucketts 

2: Trailer Park by 
Lucketts ES 

 

 

 

4to Miércoles 
Sterling 

1: Sugarland ES 

2: Big Lots 

 

 4to Jueves  

Noche de 

Compras 

4:00pm 

A las  

6:45pm 

 

 

De parte del 

personal de 

Mobil Hope, 

voluntarios y 

Mesa 

Directiva, 

esperamos 

poderlos 

servir! 

cADA MES NUESTRO Bus ESTA DE 5:00pm to 6:00pm (PRIMERA 

PARADA) 

6:15pm to 7:00pm (seGUNDA PARADA).  

 

703-771-1400 

 

31 Sycolin Road, SE Leesburg, VA  

20176 
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